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imagination and sentiment of some people by the
words: The Jews are returning to Palestine! The
return of the Jews to Palestine belongs to the religious
apocalyptic of the Western World. Actually, the
Jews are not returning to Palestine; one-quarter of
one per cent, have gone there.

Another factor that has magnified the importance
of Palestine is the " land~of~refuge** idea, which
has been especially effective since Hitler began his
rule over Germany. It produces in the mind of
the unknowing a picture of thousands and thousands
of suffering Jews from Germany trekking their
way to Palestine. The actual fact, as we have seen,
is that only a small fraction of the 750,000 Jews that
were in Germany and Austria before Hitler, have
gone to Palestine. The limited practical value so far
achieved by the establishment of " a Jewish national
homeland" in Palestine has been blurred over by
persistent publicity, by apocalyptic picturesqueness,
and by simple ignorance.

The most apparent cause for the comparatively
small number of Jews who have settled in Palestine
is the restriction on immigration imposed by the Man-
datory, with the principle that the number of immi-
grants admitted should be regulated by the " economic
absorptive capacity " of the land. The method of